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Exodus of Turks
2, l:|v111uc has about 350 houses, out of whick 4O are Bulgarian and the others 50X1-HUM

Turkish. In 1951, 30 Turkish families wére transferred to Turkey, end all the
other Twrkish families with the exception of 20 (the poorest ones) who alresdy
had passports for mrby The frontier had bean closed and by the end of 1951
those vho already had passports for Turkey were deprived of them and told that
nobody else would go to Turkey. The Twrks did not believe that the frontier
wvas closed and wvere convinced that the Bulgarian authorities did not want to
lot them go to Turkey. The Turkish population of our country desired to leave
for Turkey, and same of the Turks said: 'There is no life here for us', and
they endeavored to leave.

Dissatisfaction of Turks: Collectivization of Farms

3.

"One of the reasons for dissatisfaction of the Turkish population was the
formation of collective farms in Turkish villages. The O_mhto started
to organize such farms amomg the Turkish popniation in 1949y - later than in
the Bulgarian villages. The collective farm in our village vas the first one
utgprn-hd in oxr neighdorhood in a Turkish village.

ohe o 1 224 i g, AXSf Ommpncy Yamald, is 2 netive of our
villags. Be is & son of a well-to-do farmer,
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Osman Yamali. He vas educated at a religious high school inShumen oW
.l Kolarovgrad). He had been for a year a teacher of Turkish children in our
village, an¥ after that became a teacher at a Tirkish high school in Shumen. H
Tn 1932°0r 1933 he became the Chief Mufti in Sofia. He came home to the
vil}pge every year during the hamazan anQ for the summer. For a long time
he as of tie opinicn that the Turks,a minority in Bulgaria, should not

ypose the authorities but shouldmlwpys agree with the govermment. In the
pest he was vespected and 1iked by the ‘iurkish population, Later, however,
the population accused him of being responsible for the introduction of col-
lective farms in the villages and looked at him with suspicion.

S “The Cemmunists induced the Chief Mufti of Sofis to commit himself to the
organization of collective farms in the Turkish villages, and told him to
o start vith his rative villag:.

6. "I January 1949 the Chief Mafti Akif Osmanov, the District Governor (staronts)
of §ﬁunen (now Kolarovgrad) Ivan Dregoyev, anc the Instructor of CoITéavIvVe™Vidtages
15 Shumen arrived in our village.” They fixed s meeting for 6 p.m. at tne new

TNirkish schiocl, The members called on houses and crdered every-
b to attend the meeting. . About 200 farmers were pre-
sent. The first who addressed them was ef Mufti Akif. He spoke in Twr- 50X1-HUM

kish. He said that formerly every family had to bake bread for its own use and
nov instead of aBWimg fire in so many ovens afd of using so much material and

i 80 many hands, there would be only one bakery, The Prend would ve baked on time;

- 1t would not be bturned or too raw and that way it would oe better. He sald

further that he went to many collective farms in Bulgaria and talked to many

‘ pecple in such farms and everyvhere the people vere gatisfied with collective
¢arms, In the Turkish villages there were until nov [71949_/ no collective farms
and the ©irst one would be in our villege. The people would fare vetter, and

they better food, beiter clothing, and the Council of Ministers would
g{: tractors to the collective farm. They would no longer plough
oughs. Whoever joined the farm would pay less taxes and the 50X1-HUM

>
c¢rop would be better.

7. - "Arfer that the Mufti Ivan Dragoyev spoke. FHe said nearly the same as th- Chief Mufti
said. Ko one from the villege took the floor.

8. "Those /o sxrived sypointed s specisl propaganda committee for the establishment
of & collective farm, and the committee was composed aluost exclusively of the
members of the Selsoviet. Those who cane called personally on some of the most
influential and well-to-do Turkish farsers and succeeded in persusding them %o
joln the collective farm to be established. Among the others they enlisted the
Mufti's father Osman Yemsli, and the best farmer of the village, Kurt Oemer.

They put on the 1ist & total of 22 farmers.

9. “The propagands lasted about tiree weeks aud'early in Petruary [1940] the same
veople came egain. Once more ihey called a meoting. This time the Iistructor for
Collective Farming explained the meening of norss, of working days (trudodni!
qul’so on. They 414 this since only 42 farmers had jJoined the collective -
the most prominent and the richest oves, They did not accept the pourest, saying
that ey Qid not have enough land, inventary & “MDpOVer.

10  “The farm wes established, One thoussnd decares/s 1/10 ba. 7 of the best soil
 in the viliagewere put togsther guite Lrzcsgesiove ¢ wvhather they belorged to the
° collective farm's members or not. Those vho ware mot mmmbers received soil u.
e wuird calegury vhich was far swuy from the village instead of that of the
{rst category.
11. "In 1950, 12 more of the richest farmers Joined the collective farm. Agsin nev
land dlocks vere formed for the collective furwm, end the rest of the good soil in
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"6 1951 ‘the number of the collective farm's mewvers rose to 79. In 1 v

r farmers. In 1953 the membership rose to 92.
village has 350 farms,

"01d Kurt Osner, the best farwer in the village, succumbed to the &xf'fi's prop-

'm trus , Joined the collective farm and gave up everythiag. He had
¥t

the best agricultaral machines and the best Thventory. He saw everything. and
d:l.%_d of grief and pain & few months after the setting up.of the;colbhctdwd’ farm.
The Mufti’s father, old Osman,said that in. the-past-hé~ obtained out of his land
2,000 ‘Krins’ (& 'krina®' is & local measure - represents 16 kilogramms) of vheat,
md in the collective farn with-eight people working, he ¥s unable to ge't enough
to feed his family. He left everythins and ‘emigrated with the whole family to

RFkey in 1951.

"In 1951, 12 Turkish families left-the' collective farm although they did not get
back either their land or their inventory., Nearly all Turkish members applied for
and obtained passports for Turkey. Th2 frontier was closed and only & part of them

succeeded in leaving. .

"There were nllo gome vho prospered with the collective farm. For instance a Ahmet
Xarsoemerove | Joined the Compunist Pirty immediately after 9
m was one of the first to join the collective farm and became a ‘domskin',
storereener and inventory manager. He did not work like the others and earned more.
smmly a Ehliman Halilov, 306 years old, also joined the Coemunisi Party, im-
nduuw after 9 Sept was one of the first to join the collective farm, He
became political leader of the farm, He also got along very well. In Januery 1953
both of them were ousted from the Party., Members of the collective complained too
strongly sgainst them. They complained that these men appraised the crops on sight
and embezzled money. After the ousting they went around and represented themselves
a8 yictims end condemned ‘he {Qommmunists. Bome Tur':s believed in their sincerity

" and shared with them their grievances against the Communists, The result was that

some farmers like Nehmet M und Ivan Simeonov went to prison for criticism of
the authorities.”

~end-
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